

















SERVING THE THREE BERWICKS, ELIOT, WELLS, AND OGUNQUIT.

We Are Thrilled To Invite You To The Wild & Scenic Film Festival On-To

Jin us for an enthralling evening exploring twelve short films from across the globe centered upon the essential

ole of water. These stories inspire us to contextualize our own beloved watershed, protected in large part by local
conservation land. We are aiming to raise $24,000 from ticket sales, donations, and event spon:
an ADA Universal Access Trail at the Old Boston Preserve. Just five minutes away from the Lea
access trail at the Old Boston Preserve can connect anyone from the entire community with the
here in our own backyard.

Near the River

Tﬁe on Paddle Tribal Waters
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PLACE On, In, & Under the Sava Study Aboard

We're seeking business sponsors for the Wild For More Info And To Purchase Tic

and Scenic Film Festival this September! For more Visit GWRLT.ORG/WSFF £

information, please reach out to us at info@gwrlt.org
or at (207) 646-3604. Or Scan The QR Code
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Creating Your Conservation Legacy

Including GWRLT in
your will is an excellent
way to leave a lasting
impact on our area.

Planned
Glving
with
GWRLT

Depending on the size of your estate,
charitable bequests can have the added
benefit of reducing or eliminating the
amount of estate tax your heirs will pay.

Have you considered an
estate plan that benefits
you and your loved ones
while providing a lasting
gift to conservation?

Your planned gift is a perfect way to
ensure our conservation mission.

Ways to Give:
Planned Giving
Gifts from Your IRA
Real Estate
Personal Property
Employer-Sponsored Gifts

Stocks, Bonds, and
Mutual Funds

Donor Advised Funds
Honorary and Memorial Gifts

Host a Fundraiser on
Our Behalf

Become a Business Sponsor
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Reach out to a member of our

dévelopment team at (207) 646-3604 or info@gwrlt.org to discuss youf legacy.

The dinner will be served at Beach Plum
Farm, late afternoon on Sunday,
September 29th, 2024

Tickets are $10 each or three for $25.
Proceeds from ticket sales benefit our
conservation efforts in the region.

The winning ticket will be drawn
on August 30th!



Notes From Union Farm... continued from page 1

The plaintive call of the woodcock and the chirping of peepers are early harbingers of the
season. The burble-gurgle songs of the male bobolinks are distinct and especially thrilling. Easy
to spot with their yellow caps, the diligent, male sentinels, each protect up to five nests, and with
their mates, migrate all the way from Central and South America, arriving punctually in the fields
each year in mid-May. Their numbers are in decline due to early hay mowing, but here, the hay
is taken after July 4th, allowing them time to fledge their young. The late hay goes to a nearby
horse farm.

The barn swallows jet in to occupy old nests built by earlier generations in the lofts of the
barn, raising two groups of chicks. We spend many afternoons in late summer, watching these
dedicated parents teach the young ones to fly as they do - at warp speed, and turning on a dime.
Despite a healthy colony of European starlings, bluebirds sail in from the forest in pairs, staying
to the north side of the farm, where they linger near the fence line, dropping to the ground to
take insects.

Hummingbirds, like the bluebirds, also avoid the hubbub of avian activity on the south
side, flying in from the western woods, making their rounds - from butterfly bush to the copious
trumpet vines behind the barn, up to the honeysuckle trellis and over to the tall stems of white
flowers in the yucca patch. Bats stir from their roosts in the barn to commence their acrobatic
sweeps through dusk skies, joining the bluebirds, barn swallows and later, legions of dragonflies,
taking mosquitoes.

Out of the Great Heath come the night hawks, who like the barn swallows, dip and soar
taking their meals on the wing. Red-tailed hawks are frequent visitors, floating slowly over the
fields, casting their shadows; herons fly overhead, Canada geese congregate, and buzzards barely
flap their black wings as they swing over the grasses.

Deer and turkeys dot the edge of the field near the Heath. A stunning specimen male moose
once stood in our orchard one Sunday afternoon in August, bringing traffic to a halt on Route
236. In fall, we hear coyotes as they pick the field for snakes and mice after the late haying,
Sometimes, we hear owl calls, amplified by the ocean of meadowland.

For almost two decades, we've kept nature journals, marking down the dates of the first
lawn mowing, first frost, rain and snowfall amounts, when the lilacs bloom, when the woodcock,
killdeer, and other fauna arrive. We take note of new and occasional visitors such as the fox and
the nesting osprey, and how flora and fauna interact during times of plenty and extreme weather,
such as drought and flood.

When a remarkable collection of landscapes surrounds your home, such as those found
in old tidewater farms, they instill a deeper appreciation of linked habitats, which are, without
doubt, worthy of preservation.

- Laura Pope & John Schnitzler / Eliot, Maine

Author and historian Laura Pope lives with her husband, John Schnitzler, a master historic
preservation carpenter, at Union Farm in Eliot, named for the Eliot Farmers Union that existed in
the house ell during the early 1900s.

Seasonal scenes from Union Farm courtesy of Laura Pope below, and right.

Great Works Summer-2024
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ftera phenomenal turnout which packed the 3rd floor of Town Hall in Importantly, this vote replaced the 2022 decision by 78% of voters to
South Berwick on May 21st, voters made their support of the Salmon appropriate $250,000 for the sole purpose of land acquisition for the project.
Falls Tidal Waters Project (SFTW) clear. The vote in question, Article 20 of Public support helped secure state and federal funds for acquisition and
the 2024/2025 town warrant to appropriate up to $200,000 from South even inspired a generous and unexpected donation of one of the parcels
Berwick's discretionary fund to establish public access to the Salmon Falls central to the project by the landowner. Subsequently, those town funds
Tidal Waters parcels and help steward the land in perpetuity. restricted to acquisition expenses were no longer needed. Meanwhile,
stewardship startup costs significantly increased since the initial budget was
created

Not only did this vote reaffirm public opinion as decided in 2022 but it
saves South Berwick $50,000 which will remain in its undesignated fund, all
while expediting and improving sustainable public access to this remarkable
place.The $200,000 or less will be used for various stewardship projects
at the site, which include developing a management plan, engineer and
construct a parking area, trails, viewing areas, signage, and informational
and educational kiosks. We thank the South Berwick Town Council and Town
Manager Tim Pellerin’s efforts to bring the question of supporting SFTW back
to the people.

Additionally, on May 14th the Land for Maine's Future Program (LMF)
Board approved their $620,000 disbursement of acquisition funds for SFTW.

, r The Project on Oldfields Rd. will continue to move forward toward a closing
R el o th | T " later this Summer.
ACor_nmendabyFu House at Town Hall for the Annual Town Meeting in Sout - Daniel Maxton, GWRLT Community Engagement Coordinator
Berwick on May 21st.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

We're extremely appreciative of all the effort our community and community o :

: . . . downtown South Berwick. This opportunity was made
partners have put into supporting stewardship at GWRLI. From organized possible by the Strawberry Festival Grant Program and
groups to highly motivated stewardship workdays, you've made a terrific assistance from Lee Frank's.
impact out on the land for all!
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Volunteers establish a pocket pollinator garden in

[~

Liberty Mutual Insurance employees participating in their “Serve with Liberty program at
Beach Plum Farm in Ogunquit.

SRS =% T Ea W el Stewardship workday clipping at Desrochers Memorial
Haley Ward volunteers atop BaunegBeg.Mountain in North Berwick. Forest in South Berwick.
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can help by joining Great Works Regional Land Trust today.

Yes, I/we wish to join/renew.
Membership Levels:

[ Student/Senior $25 [ Supporter $100

3 Individual $35 [ Sustainer $250

[ Family $50 [ Steward  $500
Q Visionary $1000

Donate online at www.gwrlt.org

You can become a Great Works Pledge Partner!
Please charge $ to my credit card 3 monthly O quarterly
(1 | understand this charge will be ongoing until | notify GWRLT otherwise.

1 Check enclosed (payable to GWRLT) for $
(1 Credit/Debit Card: 3 MasterCard [ VISA 3 Discover

Name(s) Written as you wish to be listed in our publications. If you do not wish to be listed, check here. [ Credit Card #
Address Exp. Date 3-digitcode —
Signature
g Sate Zip Does your employer have a matching gift program?
Please enclose forms.
Phone E-mail
GREAT WORKS REGIONAL LAND TRUST
{ I'd like to receive emails about Great Works Regional Land Trust news and events Office: Beach Plum Farm | 610 Main St. (Rte.1) | Ogunquit, ME
Mailing address: P.O.Box 151 | South Berwick, ME 03908
Great Works Regional Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 207-646-3604 | info@gwrlt.org
Want to volunteer?  Officehelp: ~ Committee Work: ~ Stewardship: Special Events: Outreach:
[ Mailings [ Development (1 Property maintenance (1 Spring Auction (held in March) (1 Booth help at local festivals
I Research [ Membership (U Invasives removal (1 Cooking/baking for an event [ Lead a hike
(I Stewardship U Trail work [ Volunteer Appreciation [ Distribute newsletters, posters
(U Building maintenance [ Annual Meeting [ Photography
(1 /'d like to receive emails about volunteer opportunities. [ Special Events [ Give a talk to an organization
[ Please call me to discuss volunteering with Great Works. [ Write an article

Business Opportunities

Interested in supporting GWRLT and expanding
your business’ recognition across the region?
Consider becoming a Newsletter Sponsor-we're
seeking newsletter sponsors to help us get the
word out about our work and yours! For more
information, reach out to us anytime at
info@gwrlt.org or visit gwrlt.org/business-partners.

CORDWOOD FROM
GREAT WORKS REGIONAL LAND TRUST

Green Mixed Hardwood - $280/cord
Seasoned Mixed Hardwood - $380/cord

Limited supply of seasoned hemlock or poplar
good for campfires and fire pits.
$200 per cord cut, split and delivered.

Smaller amounts can be picked up by arrangement.
Delivered in our service area.

Call Bob Eger at (207) 475-6730
or email info@gwrlt.org.

Great Works Summer 2024

Participants in our Science Saturday: Lichens & Ledges program learn the lay
of the land of the Kenyon Hill Preserve from geologist and hike leader
Don Wason.

11




GREAT WORKS

REGIONAL LAND TRUST

P.O.Box 151 | South Berwick, ME 03908
FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

In this issue:
- Conservation Projects & GWRLT
* Notes from a tidewater farm

* Major Events Announcements

- And More!

Follow us on social at:

B facebook.com/gwrlt

5] instagram.com/gwrlt

[in] linkedin.com/company/gwrlt
% linktr.ee/gwrlt

View of the Keay Brook Estuary
at the far point of the River Loop
Trail at the Keay Brook Preserve
in Berwick.

June 29
July 10
July 13
July 26
July 27

Aug 3
Aug 14
Aug 24

Sept7
Sept 11
Sept 14
Sept 18
Sept 22
Sept 28
Sept 29

Oct9
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2024 Summer & Early Fall Events & Outings gwrlt.org

Join us at the Strawberry Festival | South Berwick

Wednesday Wandering | Keay Brook Preserve | Berwick

Walk into History with Brad Fletcher | Desrochers Memorial Forest | South Berwick
2nd Annual Summer Garden Party | Beach Plum Farm | Ogunquit

Walk into History with Brad Fletcher | Orris Falls Conservation Area | South Berwick
Join us at “Bring Your Lawn Chairs to Sullivan Square” | Berwick

Wednesday Wandering | Kenyon Hill | South Berwick

Science Saturdays: Lichens & Ledges | Kenyon Hill | South Berwick

Join us at the Mill Field Festival | North Berwick

Wednesday Wandering | Perkinstown Wildlife Commons | Wells

Science Saturday: Tatnic Geology

Full Moon Hike | Bauneg Beg Conservation Area | North Berwick

GWRLT Presents the Wild and Scenic Film Festival at the Leavitt Theater | Ogunquit
Join us at the Eliot Festival Days | Eliot

Annual Lobster Dinner for Raffle Winner at Beach Plum Farm... See inside for more details.
Wednesday Wandering | Bauneg Beg Conservation Area | North Berwick

All outdoor, hikes, events, and adventures are open and free Scan the
to members of GWRLT. QR code to
register

However, we suggest a $5 donation per person or $10 for our
donation per family for non-members. upcoming
hikes!

Reservations required.



