
Opportunities for large acreage conservation 
projects are rare in Ogunquit. Great Works 

Regional Land Trust is working to conserve the 
Old Boston Land, the largest tract of undeveloped 
land in Ogunquit, with 157 acres of wooded land 
and historic farm foundations. It has more than 
2,000 feet of frontage on the Ogunquit River, 
abuts York Land Trust’s Hilton-Winn Preserve, 
and will add to some 6,000 acres of contiguous 
conservation land at Mt. Agamenticus.

“This land has been with the same family–the 
Bostons and their descendants –for more than 
two hundred years,” 
says Keith Fletcher, a 
project manager for 
Maine Coast Heritage 
Trust, the coordinator 
of the project. “So the opportunity to conserve 
it is quite literally an historic opportunity.  
Fortunately, the family has long stewarded the 
land well and trusts Great Works to do the same.

Great Works faces a deadline of Dec. 31, 
2020 to raise the $1.19 million needed for the 
project. Fortunately, $863,000 has been raised 
already thanks to a grant from the Maine Natural 
Resources Conservation Program. The Town of 
Ogunquit has placed a warrant article for $300,000 
on the Nov. 3 Town Warrant. “This funding is 
absolutely critical to the success of this project,” 

says Tin Smith, a Great Works board member 
who is co-managing the project. “Great Works 
greatly appreciates the tremendous support from 
the citizens and leadership of Ogunquit and we 
urge Ogunquit citizens to vote ‘yes’ on article 
#10.”  Both the Town Budget Review Committee 
and the Select Board voted 5-0 in favor of the 
article. In addition to this funding, at least another 
$30,000 in private funds is needed for the project to 
succeed.  Any funds raised beyond that will be used 
to facilitate public access and long-term stewardship 
of the land.

The permanent 
protection of the Old 
Boston Land will help 
protect water quality 
in the Ogunquit River, 

which in turn benefits the town’s beaches and 
tourist economy.  Public access will be ensured with 
opportunities for traditional recreation including 
hiking, bird watching, hunting, and fishing. 
History buffs will enjoy the extensive historic stone 
foundations and cemeteries that remain from the 
early 1800s, when it was the Boston Farm.

Go to gwrlt.org to learn more and watch 
a locally produced and motivating video about 
this land from the local point of view and what 
protection of it means to the people of Ogunquit 
and the region.
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This land has been with the same family 
–  the Bostons and their descendants –

for more than two hundred years.

A Rare
Opportunity
in Ogunquit



It’s been an interesting year! Much has changed but not 
the land and ongoing protection of it. As you’ve read, 

Great Works has a unique opportunity until the end of 
the year to protect a large parcel of land with frontage 
on the Ogunquit River. The Maine Natural Resources 
Conservation Program award for the project was its largest 
ever, demonstrating the environmental importance of this 
effort. 

I am also happy to welcome Susan Pike of North 
Berwick and Alex Pouliot of Eliot to the Board of 

Directors, elected by an online vote held in early September.  Thank you to the 103 
members who participated. Note that Board representation from Berwick, Ogunquit 
and Wells is short and a specific need is for someone who could serve as treasurer. If 
you have skills and experience to offer, please give me a call.

Because of the anticipated loss of membership, auction and other necessary 
income last spring, Great Works applied for and received funding from the Federal 
Paycheck Protection Loan Program, which will be turned into a grant. That funding, 
along with some pandemic assistance from foundations, gave the Board and staff 
confidence to move forward. As we plan for next year, we know we are facing an 
uphill battle with the pandemic and its far-reaching ripple effects. Your continued 
support is needed. We were lucky this year to have received assistance, but that safety 
net won’t be here next year.

As membership renewals and Annual Fund appeal letters are sent out this fall, 
We understand that some of you may not be able to contribute as much as you’d 
like. Those of you who have not been financially impacted, please know that your 
contributions are needed and valued even more as we continue to operate during this 
pandemic. 

Hope to see you on the trails.

From the President…
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Spring Auction! Planning for 2021

Remember the last-minute cancellation of the Spring Auction & Dinner last March? 
That was the right decision, but it was worrisome as the annual Auction is Great 

Works’ largest single fundraiser. However, seven weeks later we launched our first 
ever online auction. And what fun that was! Who knew? There were more bidders 
and bids, and lots of friendly competitive bidding. Given that we lost some vacation 
package items, the winning bids totaled less than usual. Overall, however, thanks to 
the generosity of sponsors, item donors, bidders, Spring Hill, and, importantly, ticket 
holders who donated the purchase price, the net income for the auction income was 
about normal. 

Would you like to help with planning the 2021 Spring Auction? Unfortunately, 
due to the pandemic, we won’t be gathering at Spring Hill, but will be holding an 
online auction in mid-March. There is a possibility of combining that with a “live” 
virtual event one evening. Volunteers are needed to work on auction presentation and 
solicitation of sponsorships and auction items. 

Want to help? Contact Pat Robinson, Auction Chair, at prnel@comcast.net.



Summer has quickly passed, 
and it is exciting to head into 

fall with the cool weather upon us. 
While we may not have achieved 
“normal” yet, we have certainly 
found some type of normal that has 
allowed Great Works to maintain 
our efforts toward land conservation. 
This unpredictable year has enabled 
staff and Board to be creative and 

adapt to changes quickly as we settle into a routine and look 
ahead to 2021.  

We are grateful for the dedication of our members who 
carried Great Works through the spring and summer months. 
The dedication and generosity put forth by each one of you 
has allowed us to continue operations and give back to the 
environment. At a time when we are all experiencing the 
pandemic in some form or another, generosity is what brings us 
all together and provides the power to make a positive change 
in the lives of others. Your support is appreciated whether in the 
form of time, talent, goods, or financial contributions–or just 
simple kindness for our community and environment–and will 
be paid forward to future generations.

The dedication of those of you who volunteer your time 
with Great Works has always been the organization’s biggest 
asset. You play a significant role in the health of this small, 
non-profit organization and allow it to exist and succeed. 
Your support helps to advance the mission and achieve the 

conservation goals, and we thank you for your time and 
commitment to Great Works. 

As we navigate the rest of 2020 while continuing to offer 
recreational opportunities and land protection, we invite you to 
visit one of our preserves to enjoy the results of your support. We 
are grateful for every single one of you who steps up, however 
you are able, to join and support the Great Works community. 
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From the Executive Director…

Great Works Regional Land Trust is grateful to the late 
Michael Cannon for a generous and welcome bequest. A 

loyal supporter of local causes, Michael designated 5% of his 
estate to Great Works, and also made gifts to The Center for 
Wildlife, SoBo Central, Friends of the South Berwick Public 
Library, and Raitt Farmstead & Farm Museum.

Michael is remembered as a creative inventor who was 
passionate about skiing (along with his partner Pat Robinson), 
and also about flying, building first an ultralight plane and 
then an experimental airplane.

A member of Great Works from 1991 until his death 
in 2017, for many years Michael volunteered for the Great 
Works River Watershed Coalition and the Mt. Agamenticus 
Conservation Program, and served on the Board of  The 
Center for Wildlife.

Thank you, Michael, for your thoughtful generosity.

A Planned Giving residual estate gift comes to Great Works 
after your estate expenses and other gifts are paid. Simply 
place the following language and information in your will:

I give and devise to Great Works Regional Land Trust,
located in South Berwick, ME, all (or state a percentage) 
of the rest, residue and remainder of my estate, both 
real and personal, to be used to support its general 
conservation purposes.

Legal Name: Great Works Regional Land Trust
Located in: South Berwick, Maine
Tax I.D. Number: 22-2736228

Want to get involved?
Here are some ways you can help out: 

• Become a member, renew your annual membership, contribute to the 
Annual Fund. You can do it online!

• Volunteer for a workday, special event, steering committee, or project at 
the office.

• Join our Legacy Society by including Great Works in your will or 
retirement plan. 

• Bring your family and friends to Great Works’ public nature preserves. 

• Spread the word through conversations and social media. 

• Ask your employer if it has a program to match donations to nonprofits. 

• Donate land to be protected forever. 

• Contribute to the GWRLT Stewardship Endowment to ensure a strong 
future.

Michael Cannon Bequest Would you like to make sure 
Great Works continues to be 
supported long after you’re gone?



V olunteers contributed $187.7 billion to the United States economy 
in 2019 through their time, talent, and effort. The organization 

Independent Sector rates the value of volunteer time at $25.47/hour. 
In any year, around 100 volunteers contribute between 2,000 and 
3,000 hours toward the work of Great Works Regional Land Trust. 
Calculate that yearly return on your time!
    But the real story is the people – individuals who cherish the 
land and want to do whatever they can to make sure there are places to 
walk and that the forests, fields and water are protected. It requires a 
wide range of talents and activities to support an organization such as 
Great Works: serving on the Board and committees, research, mailings, 
events, property maintenance, and of course, trailwork. It’s not all 
outside, and it’s not always fun (but it usually is!). A great reward for 
all involved, including staff, is working together for a common goal. 
Thank you!
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Volunteers Make It Happen...

The summer of 2020 at Beach Plum Farm: Volunteers mowed, cleaned, 
re-oiled memorial benches, raked gravel, replaced a roof, painted a picnic 
table, reglazed windows, battled invasives, etc. Pictured clockwise from 
upper left: Ken Johnston, who mowed lawns and paths and beat back 
knotweed; Cathy King, Susan Wiswell, Joe Rickert, Brian Nichols.

Kate Adams
Sandy Agrafiotis
Jane Ahlfeld
Andy Aldrich
Jeff Allen
Mary Angelini
Nick Batal
Cindy Bean
David Beattie
Bobbi Beavers
Floyd Beavers
Susan Berman
Linda Blake
Jude Boucher
Jacqui Boyko
Val Brockway
Laura Breen Brogan
Steven V. Brown
Susie Burke
Caleb Mende
Janet Campbell
Gordon Carlisle
Scott Carson
Michael Cassani
Sarah Cassani
Robb Cavanaugh
Jan Clark
Judy Cohen
Leo Coombs
Mark Dail
John Dennett
Darrell DeTour
Amanda Donovan
Mary Lou Dopart
Diane Drescher
Jennifer Dunn
Pat Durkin
Bob Eger
Karen Eger

Susan Ferguson
Keith Fletcher
Jennifer Fox
Jacquelyn Frobese
David Gagnon
Joe Geneseo
Nancy Geneseo
Tom Gilmore
Maureen Grubb
Marsha Hanson
Heatable
   Adam Boucher
   James Phinney
   David Simmons
Bill Hills
Todd Hoffman
Sally Hunter
Kathy Hynes
Dan Jepson
Felicia Johnson
Ken Johnston
Anne F. Jones
Spencer Jones
Marisa Jordan
Stephen Jordan
Valerie Kaufman
Cathy King
Judy King
Marilyn Ladner
Joanne Lamothe
Scott Landis
Angela Martin
Nina Maurer
Doug Mayer
Lynn McCarthy
Beverly McCully
Caleb Mende
Cath Mende
Chris Mende

Margaret Miller-Weeks
Gary Mitchell
Andrew Morrisse
George Mueller
Brian Nichols
Lena Nichols
Leigh Peake
Carl Pehrsson
Amy Picotte
Susan Pike
Marie Pimley
Wendy Pirsig
Alex Pouliot
Chris Prudente
Joan Reilly
Jane Rexroad
Joe Rickert
Pat Robinson
Claudia Rundlett
Cam Scharff
Dana Scott
Dean Scott
Dan Smith
Jane Smith
Tin Smith
Dora Spedding
Dave Stansfield
Mary Stansfield
Ed Stout
Bill Thomas
Arthur Villator
Scot Weinstein
Gary Wetzel
Fred Wildnauer
Suzanne Williams
Susan Wiswell
Vickie Witham
Anya Wittenborg
Michael Wright

Volunteers since March 1, 2019
(If in error you are not listed, our apologies. Please let us know.)

Hunting on
great Works ProPerties

Hunting and fishing are permitted as allowed by law 
on most GWRLT lands.

Property size and donor restrictions prohibit hunting 
on Beach Plum Farm, Savage Wildlife Preserve and 
Brooks Farm Wildlife Preserve.

Temporary tree stands must bear the owner’s 
identification and be removed after each hunting 
season.

Bolted tree stands are prohibited.

Trapping, baiting, and target practice are prohibited.

Hikers should take the precaution of wearing blaze 
orange, and hunters need to be ever mindful of 
the presence of hikers on Great Works properties. 
Hunting is not allowed on Sundays in Maine. 

For more info on hunting season: www.maine.gov/ifw.
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If you need a reason to visit Negutaquet Conservation Area off Lebanon Road in North Berwick, here’s one! 
Board member Chris Mende and son Caleb took on the construction of a crossing over the Negutaquet 

River with the help of a few friends. This initially involved hauling buckets and buckets of rocks to construct 
gabbions to support the bridge. Then they had to figure out how to put the steel I-beams in place! 

Many thanks to Chris Mende and Civil Consultants for engineering the bridge, and to the Town of North 
Berwick for the purchase of construction materials. With the crossing in place, it will be possible to walk 
from Rte. 9 (across from Hannaford), through the Maple Street Conservation Area and Town Forest, onto a 
trail easement on the Parker Farm, then through Negutaquet Conservation Area, clear to the North Berwick 
Community Center on Lebanon Road. Pictured are Dave Gagnon, far left, Dana Scott, and Caleb Mende.

The contributions of time and effort 
from volunteers is absolutely essen-

tial to the maintenance and improvement 
of Great Works facilities and properties. 
The pandemic put a screeching halt to 
our regular Wednesday workdays, but 
dedicated volunteers reached out to find 
ways to help and be safe at the same time. 
We had a great response to a call for trash 
clean-up along the roadsides of preserves 
this past spring. And boy, did volunteers 
accomplished a great deal this summer! 

At Beach Plum Farm, volunteers 
refurbished the memorial benches 
and two folks are reglazing the Roby 
Littlefield Museum windows. Volunteers 
deep cleaned the museum and office 
doors, and sanded and painted one of the 
picnic tables. In the spring, volunteers 
put a new roof on the leaking stewardship 

shed. A young volunteer is maintaining 
the beach plum shrubs and folks are 
making beach plum jelly for the Auction.

Volunteers installed signs at Tatnic 
Woods, Payeur, and Rocky Hills preserves 
and others are routing and painting signs 
for a couple of newer properties. Volun-
teers continued the battle of managing 
invasive plants at Douglas Memorial 
Woods preserve and Beach Plum Farm. 
At Negutaquet Conservation Area, volun-
teers prepared the site for a new gravel 
parking area to be completed in October. 
And then there is the tremendous work 
on the bridge there!  

A big thank you to all the folks that 
walk the trails, keep an eye on conditions, 
report issues, and clear fallen branches. 
Hearing back from everyone out on the 
preserves is so helpful.

This fall a terrific University of New 
England student is interning with Great 
Works. Spencer Jones is interested in a 
career in land management and wants 
to learn some of the ins and outs of a 
land trust. He is setting up a program 
to conduct an Americans with Disabil-
ities Act evaluation of our trails, as well 
as helping with the annual easement 
monitoring and maintaining fee property 
boundary signs.

One of Great Works’ biggest volun-
teer needs right now is for carpentry work 
on the upkeep of the buildings at Beach 
Plum Farm. But keep an eye out for future 
volunteer workdays. Contact me for email 
reminders at jcrosbie@gwrlt.org. We have 
a large range of needs, and would love to 
have folks involved.

- Jill Crosbie, Stewardship Director

From the Stewardship Desk...



SUSAN PIKE, North Berwick

Susan Pike, newly elected to the GWRLT Board of Directors, wishes to “help in a substantial way with educational 
outreach and increased community involvement for Great Works Regional Land Trust.” As a science teacher at 

Dover High School and a nature columnist with the Seacoast Media Group, she is uniquely situated to do so. “My 
interest in nature and conservation started with birdwatching with my mom as a kid in suburban New York, which 
eventually led to a PhD and a first career in biomedical research.  When I had children of my own I discovered 
passion for education.  After a time working in the Education Department at the Wells National Estuarine Research 
Reserve, I became a high school science teacher because I also discovered that I loved working with people at an 
age where they are often shutting off their interest in nature and the sciences.”  
     Susan lived in York, ME for almost 20 years and was an active member of the York Land Trust before moving 
to New Hampshire, then Massachusetts, then “finally and forever,” back to Maine.  She and her partner Steven 
Morello, a nature photographer, bought an old farmhouse in North Berwick along Little River and are enjoying 
settling in. Both are passionate naturalists and want to embed themselves in the conservation community of 
North Berwick and the seacoast area. 

On July 31, Julie and Brian Fernee closed on the sale of a conserva-
tion easement on their 85-acre Fernee Farm in North Berwick. The 

easement was the result of a long collaboration among the Fernees, Maine 
Farmland Trust (MFT), and Great Works Regional Land Trust, which 
took assignment of the easement from MFT at closing. A lifelong animal 
rights activist, Julie operates a rescue farm for neglected and abandoned 
animals on the property and keeps 17 acres of fields in hay, orchard, and 
pasture. “I fell in love with this farm, and over the years have become 
more and more fond of it,” she says. “It is a beautiful piece of property. 
I wanted to keep the open fields and forest for all the critters that live 
here. I love to walk the property in all seasons and it is truly wonderful 
to know it will remain as it is!” It is Julie’s desire to see the land protected 
from development and affordable for future farmers.
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New Members of the Board of Directors

ALEX POULIOT, Eliot

I am very passionate about this community and am excited about this opportunity to work with Great Works to 
ensure that dedicated land resources are available to residents for generations to come.”

Alex Pouliot is a local boy, born and raised in South Berwick, who attended district schools and in high 
school served as both the captain of the football team and class president. He received a bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration with a concentration in Marketing from Endicott College. After developing his career in 
Massachusetts, Alex moved back to this area and purchased a house in Eliot with his wife Amanda. He currently 
works as the director of business development for a physician organization, obtaining and negotiating physician 
staffing contracts with hospitals and health systems throughout the East Coast. In their free time, Alex and 
Amanda enjoy hiking or snowshoeing around Eliot with their dog Bentley or enjoying a day in the sun at Ogunquit 
Beach. 

With his professional expertise, Alex is positioned to advise Great Works on business matters and to help 
develop effective marketing plans to expand the organization’s reach within the community. “It is important that 
the short-term and long-term financial stability and viability of the Land Trust be ensured,” he stresses.

FERNEE FARM, NORTH BERWICK

Left to right: Charlie Baldwin of Maine Farmland Trust, 
Julie Fernee and Darrell DeTour, who managed the project 

for Great Works Regional Land Trust.
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GREAT WORKS REGIONAL LAND TRUST
Office: Beach Plum Farm  |  610 Main St. (Rte.1)  |  Ogunquit, Maine
Mailing address:  P.O. Box 151  |  South Berwick, ME 03908
207-646-3604  |  info@gwrlt.org

Yes, I/we wish to join/renew.                                        Donate securely online at www.gwrlt.org.

You can become a Great Works Pledge Partner! 
Please charge $_________ to my credit card  ❏ monthly ❏ quarterly. 
❏ I understand this charge will be ongoing until I notify GWRLT otherwise.

Membership Levels:
Student/Senior
Individual
Family
Supporter

❏ 
❏ 
❏
❏

$15
$25
$35
$50

Associate
Sustainer
Steward 
Visionary

$100
$250
$500

$1000

❏ 
❏
❏ 
❏

Name(s)

Address

Town                     State                    Zip

Phone       E-mail

❏ I’d like to receive emails about GWRLT news and events
❏ I’d like to receive “Learning From the Land,” the education e-newsletter

Written as you wish to be listed in our publications. If you do not wish to be listed, check here. ❏

Does your employer have a matching gift program? Please enclose forms.

Want to volunteer?

You can help by joining Great Works today.

❏ I’d like to receive emails about volunteer opportunities.        ❏ Please call me to discuss volunteering with Great Works.

Stewardship:
__ Property maintenance
__ Invasives removal
__ Trail work
__ Building maintenance

Office help:
__ Mailings
__ Research 

Committee Work: 
__ Development
__ Membership
__ Stewardship

Outreach:
__ Booth help at local festivals
__ Lead a hike
__ Distribute newsletters, posters
__ Photography
__ Give a talk to an organization
__ Write an article

Special  Events:
__ Spring Auction (held in March)
__ Cooking/baking for an event
__ Volunteer Appreciation
__ Annual Meeting

Great Works Regional Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

❏ Check enclosed (payable to GWRLT) for $
❏ Credit/Debit Card:  ❏ MasterCard  ❏ VISA  ❏ Discover
Credit Card #
Exp. Date                              3-digit code

Signature
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GREAT WORKS REGIONAL LAND TRUST is dedicated to the protection of the natural, historic, agricultural, scenic, and recreational resources within the Maine communities of Eliot, 
North Berwick, South Berwick, Berwick, Wells and Ogunquit. Great Works Regional Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, tax-exempt corporation. Contributions are tax-deductible.

Welcome to New Members:

“So I got a flyer in the mail from Great Works Land Trust. Went on your 
website and found the trail challenge. My wife Amy and I have been to 

many of the preserves already but somehow never realized that you owned all 16. 
We agreed that if we’re going to donate money to some charity it should be yours. 
We’ve become members and I’ve already put myself and Amy on the list for trail 
maintenance and other volunteer areas. Great Works has some beautiful spots 
right in my backyard and I want to support anyone who is trying to conserve 
more land in this area. Looking forward to being a part of your family and 
giving back.”

- Dan Woodworth, Woodworth Builders

WHY I GIVEWHY I GIVE

Heather Austin

The Banfield Family

Lori & Jeff Boucher

Pamela Brouker

Nolan Collins

Lynn & Evie Eisner

Debby Ethridge

Amy Gagnon

Barbara & Dan Garvey

Harry Harkins & John Garger

Charlotte Hendee

Bryan Johnson

Spencer Jones II

Spencer D. & Dawn M. Jones

Emma & Kyle Joyce

Leslie Learned

D. C. Maxton

Don Mowatt

Maureen Paul

The Pellegrom Family

Len, MaryBeth & Nora Pierce

Sharon Pinard

Linda & Doug Posson

The Singer Family

Joanne Terrasi

Autumn Wells

Woodworth Builders
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Visit www.gwrlt.org , call 207-646-3604 or email info@gwrlt.org for more information.
Do we have an email address for you? We send out e-mail reminders of these activities and events.

Space on hikes is limited to 8 people due to COVID-19. Reservations required. 
All outdoor adventures are open to the public and free to members of Great Works. 
A $5 donation per person or $10 donation per family is suggested for non-members. 

Saturday  Oct 3

Wednesday  Oct 7

Saturday  Oct 10

Saturday  Oct 17

Saturday  Oct 24

Sunday  Nov 1

Wednesday  Nov 4

Wednesday  Dec 2

Saturday  Dec 5

Winter Hikes

Negutaquet Conservation Area  9-11am, 219 Lebanon Rd, North Berwick

Bauneg Beg Mountain Conservation Area 10-11:30am, 
281 Fox Farm Hill Rd, North Berwick

Keay Brook Preserve on the Salmon Falls River, 9-11am, 251 Hubbard Rd, Berwick

Newichawannock Woods  9-11am
A new trail system on the Salmon Falls River! Rte. 236, Berwick

Orris Falls Conservation Area  9-11am,  551 Emery’s Bridge Rd, South Berwick

Kenyon Hill Preserve  9-11am, 110 Ogunquit Rd, South Berwick

Grover-Herrick Preserve  10-11am, West 5th St, North Berwick

Kimball  Farm North and the Ogunquit River Trail Network
Ogunquit Road, South Berwick/North Berwick Road, Cape Neddick
Rocky Hills Preserve in the York Pond area, 9am-noon
Punkintown Road, South Berwick

Ski and Snowshoe Hikes: Excursions to places that aren’t accessible unless the 
ground and water are frozen. Check the website in January for more information.

Thank you to our Hike Sponsors!

2020 Fall Hikes
The response to the 

Trail Challenge 
has been far greater than 
anticipated! What a 
delight to receive all the 
enthusiastic responses 
from participants 

exploring the wonders of their own backyard. 
     Visit 10 preserves by December 15th to win a prize.
To register, email gwrlt.trailchallenge@gwrlt.org.

KIKI’S
perkins cove

facebook.com/GWRLT

@GWRLT

 Like, Follow & Share:

Calendar...                                                   www.gwrlt.org


